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Resource for Economic Research in Transportation

Provide a centralized hub to be researchers’ go-to for transportation related
data:

I Complementary to existing Department of Transportation (DoT) and
Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) datasets

I Digitized or Edited Data:
I Data from digitized maps: PR-511, historical streetcar shapefiles
I Old waves of current products: HPMS, commuting flows
I Hand collected data: Ridesharing entry, global subway stations
I Aggregates of Proprietary Data: Cell phone tracking, airport links

I Centrally contained and easy to access
I Housed at NBER’s “Public Data Use Archive”



www.nber.org→ Programs & Projects → Transportation Economics in the 21st Century





Data Resources

Since our last update: from 6 datasets to ∼ 35

1. DOT sources
2. Flows of People
3. Flows of Goods
4. Travel Costs and Financing
5. Shapefiles



Data Sources

1. DOT Sources
I broad summary of DOT data products
I comprehensive list of tables available through DOT

I Great first stop for those with interest in transportation topics!



Data Sources
2. Flows of People



Data Sources
3. Flows of Goods

4. Travel Costs and Financing

5. Shapefiles



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example
Link to website

describing dataset
(if available)



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example

Brief data
description



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example

Dataset Contributor



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example

Direct download



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example

Link to DoT-FHWA for publicly available data



Building our Data Archive: HPMS Example

Example paper which used this data



New Data Sources: For-Hire Vehicles



New Data Sources: Mobility



Moving Forward: Let’s keep this growing!

I Collecting ideas on data to include
I Procurement
I Shipping
I Supply Chain
I Vehicle Fleet Electrification
I Water Transport

I Let us know if you would like to contribute datasets

We invite ideas for continued development!
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