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What is Privacy?

My Favorite Definition: Freedom from Unwarranted Intrusion
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First steps



A Shift in Costs of Data Storage

• In 2001, 1 GB cost $19.70 to store.
• In 2010, 1 GB cost $0.06 to store.
• In 2022, 1 GB cost $0.0023/GB to store.



A Shift in Costs in Data-Driven Technologies



All These Mean That How We Model And Think About
Privacy is Constantly Changing
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And let me assure you are speakers today will more
than justice to this...



So What Am I Going To Do?

Well I am a Marketing Professor....



Share Some Ideas About Good Research Topics for
Junior Researchers

Not in any way intended to be exhaustive.
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I am completely guilty of this



Privacy Regulation Might Halt The Spread of Data
Associated With Unfounded Stigma

• Mental Health
• Reproductive Health
• Past Crimes



Privacy Regulation Might Halt The Spread of Data
Associated With Addiction

• Health
• Spending
• Gambling



But if we want to measure more global benefits to
privacy regulation we need to model consumer tastes
for privacy better
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So Far



And Also

Athey, Susan, Christian Catalini, and Catherine Tucker. The digital privacy
paradox: Small money, small costs, small talk. No. w23488. National Bureau
of Economic Research, 2017.



What This Tells Me We Need

Papers with individual-level privacy choice data over time
across difference dimensions. Without that it is hard to make
much progress given our current tool kit. (But even this would
suffer truncation)
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The Theory of Contextual Integrity May Give Us
Insights into How To Model Heterogeneity of Privacy
Preferences Across Domains, Times and Individuals



Contextual Integrity Theory: Helen Nissenbaum
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Can This Framework Help Us Distinguish Between
Information Security and Privacy Concerns?
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Inferences From Data Created In Your Youth
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All Economists When Asked to Comment on Privacy



But are Property Rights Easy to Define?

• Beyond Binary Data
• Spillovers
• Inferences Rather than Data
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Why haven’t Individual Data Markets worked?



One obvious explanation is asymmetric information
and moral hazard



Another explanation is that data is just very cheap
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Let’s Look at the Dynamics Elsewhere
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Let’s Move Beyond Studies of Ad Blocking and Move
to the Firm
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Costs of Regulation or Privacy Enhancing?
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Perhaps you can do better that me here....
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Do we care about data privacy or inferential privacy?



Inferential Privacy Makes Real The Question of The
Unpredictability of Algorithmic Progress
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The debate on privacy harms has moved on to
algorithmic discrimination



The FTC Echoes This
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The Mirror of Privacy Policy: Data Deserts
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Added Inducement
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If I get to this final slide in an hour I literally won’t
believe it

But thank you a lot for listening and can’t wait for your thoughts
and ideas about where the field should go
cetucker@mit.edu
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