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Motivation

The second Ku Klux Klan was founded on
top of Stone Mountain on 11/24/1915

Chartered as a “benevolent, ritualistic,
social, and fraternal order” with prejudices
against recent immigrants, Catholics,
Jews, and Black individuals

Slow to spread until 1920, then exploded
to millions of members by 1924

Rapid downfall in 1925 due to internal
conflict and scandal
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Motivation
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- On June 21, 1922, the American Unity
League (AUL) was founded in Chicago as an
anti-Klan organization
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,208 and occupations

- Relied on Klan informants who would copy
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Research Question

What is the effect of being outed as a Klan member (i.e., doxxed) on individuals’'
later-life outcomes, particularly in terms of job-switching and migration?
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Why does this matter today?

m Bangor Daily News
Janet Mills lets ban on ‘doxxing’ children in Maine become
law

No federal law explicitly bans doxxing children, but states such as Alabama and
California outlaw the practice in different ways.

2 weeks ago

97 MsSN
New GOP Bill Targets Doxxing of ICE Agents

Tennessee Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) has praised the work of Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents after joining an operation intended for the...

1 day ago

AP AP News

Australia to ban doxxing after pro-Palestinian activists
publish information about hundreds of Jews

The government's plan to outlaw doxxing was welcomed by the Executive Council of
Australian Jewry, which represents Australia's Jewish community...

Feb 13,2024
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What's been done?

Very little work on doxxing

- Amarasingam & Galloway (2024, JFD)
Economic analysis of the Ku Klux Klan

- Fryer & Levitt (2012), Ang (2023), Bazzi et al. (2024), Ang & Chinoy (2025)
- Consumer boycotts and socially responsible consumption

- Broccardo et al. (2022, JPE), Kaufmann et al. (2024, QJE)

- Social exclusion
- Ramos-Toro (2023, AER)
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In an ideal world...

| would have complete rosters for all Klaverns nationwide, and half of the members
would be randomly exposed by Tolerance. Then, | could link to the censuses and
estimate

Yit = (Exposed; x Posty) + ¢+ ¢+ €t

where indicates the differential effect on Y of being outed/doxxed.

However, such data does not exist. Instead, | compile lists of Klansmen from surviving
Tolerance issues and various archival sources and make a series of comparisons.
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Empirical Strategy: Overview

To pin down our desired effect, | compare the outcomes of:

1. Exposed vs. unexposed Klan members in the same county

2. Exposed vs. unexposed Klan members across counties

3. Exposed vs. potential Klan members in the same county
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Empirical Strategy: Overview

To pin down our desired effect, | compare the outcomes of:

1. Exposed vs. unexposed Klan members in the same county

- Klan membership and county of residence held constant

- currently only Marion County, IN w/ both Tolerance issues and membership rolls
2. Exposed vs. unexposed Klan members across counties

- Sample: Full sample except Marion County, IN

- Klan membership held constant

- could capture differing effects of membership by location
3. Exposed vs. potential Klan members in the same county

- Sample: All counties w/ Tolerance issues
- County of residence held constant
- tells us the effect of joining the Klan and being outed.
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Exposed Klan Member Data

Collected from 49/100+ weekly issues
and an Indianapolis special issue

Currently over 17,000 members across
12 states and Washington, D.C.

Member information available differs
by Klavern location
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